
Liberty State Park



The mission of Liberty State Park is to provide the 
public with access to the harbor’s resources, a sense of 

its history and a charge of responsibility to its 
continued improvement.



The History of Liberty State Park



In the Beginning…
• The indigenous people were known 

as the Lenape Indians.

• This area was called Communipaw, 
which translates to “big landing 
place on the side of the river”.

• The area was rich marshland with 
plentiful, diverse natural resources, 
such as fish, oysters, and plants.

• Oyster shells were found that were 
over a foot in length.



Settlement and Development
• In 1609, explorers from Europe arrived. The Dutch were the first 

to settle and develop the area.

• This was the first of many changes to the land.

• Settlers saw the bountiful natural resources and how to use them.

• There was plenty of food, space, and access to the water, which 
established easy routes for transportation.

• Water was the main sources of transportation for many years, and 
helped to establish trade routes with other areas of the world.



Industrial Revolution
• Due to the Industrial Revolution, an 

increased need for transportation 
called for the Morris Canal to be 
built.

• In 1836 the Canal was finished, and 
it spanned the entire state of NJ, 
connecting the Delaware River to 
the Hudson.  A small remnant of 
the Canal can still be seen, and is 
located where the Marina now 
stands.

• As the century progressed, trains 
became a more effective means of 
transportation, and the need for the 
canal eventually came to an end.



• The area that is now 
Liberty State Park 
used to be all 
marshland. Over the 
years this area was 
filled in with what is 
called “historic fill”.  

• The fill was a 
combination of many 
things, including soil 
from the New York 
subways, garbage, 
and pretty much 
anything else they 
could find.  

“Historic Fill”



Central Railroad of New Jersey 
• The increased use of 

locomotives resulted in the need 
for the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey (CRRNJ) to build a train 
terminal. 

• At the turn of the century, the 
CRRNJ Terminal was the 
largest terminal in the New 
York Harbor area.  The terminal 
connected people and freight, 
from train to water ferry, to 
NYC.  

• Trains moved numerous people 
and coal for many years.





Black Tom
• In the early 1900’s, Black Tom was 

serving as a major munitions depot.  
The depot sold ammunition to 
buyers throughout the world.  

• During World War I, the United 
States attempted to stay neutral and 
not join the fight. Ammunition was 
being sold to countries such as 
France and Great Britain.

• On June 30th, 1916, German 
saboteurs blew up the depot.

• The explosion caused major 
damage, blew out windows in 
Jersey City, and also weakened the 
torch on the Statue of Liberty





Decline

• In 1967, the CRRNJ filed for bankruptcy. 

• Train travel was becoming less and less 
needed, as more Americans owned cars and 
could travel their own way on highways.

• The abandoned railyards were left as desolate 
wasteland of waterfront.



Raising Interest
• In 1957, a businessman named 

Morris Pesin along with a local 
reporter, made his historic canoe 
crossing to the Statue of Liberty in 
order to raise awareness about the 
area that is now  Liberty State Park.



Grassroots Campaign
• The 1960’s and 70’s saw 

another revolution of sorts, 
an awakening of 
environmental awareness 
to protect open space.

• Local advocate groups, 
politicians, and patrons 
worked together to bring 
awareness to the 
abandoned waterfront and 
plans to use it for open 
public space.

• Pictured: Audrey and 
Warren Zapp.



• The grassroots effort started by 
Morris Pesin and other local 
activists was responsible for the 
creation of Liberty State Park.

• On June 14th, 1976, Liberty State 
Park was opened. It was New 
Jersey’s gift to the nation for the 
Bicentennial Celebration.

The Beginning of 
Liberty State Park



Liberty State Park Today



General Info
• This is New Jersey’s only Urban 

State Park.
• The park is made up of 1200 

acres spanning 2 miles of the 
Hudson River across from NY 
and the Statue of Liberty.

• The areas include the main park, 
Caven Point Beach, and sections 
of Downtown Jersey City.

• Over 5 Million people visit the 
Park each year, which makes it 
the second busiest State Park in 
the nation.



Layout of Liberty State Park Today



Notable Areas in Liberty State Park



CRRNJ Terminal
• This beautiful building was 

built in 1889 and was the head 
house for the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey.  

• Approximately 2/3 of the 
immigrants who passed 
through Ellis Island boarded 
trains from this terminal.  

• Up until the late 1960’s, 
thousands of commuters 
passed by train to ferry 
through this building on their 
way to New York.  

• Today, the ferry to Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island leaves 
from this location.



Caven Point 
• Caven Point includes a sandy 

beach and salt marsh. It 
provides habitat for a wide 
variety of wildlife including 
some threatened species. 

• The area is used for a variety 
of environmental education 
and public nature programs.

• Caven Point is open to the 
public October through 
March.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children and adults alike are always thrilled to visit Caven Point Beach. They can experience first hand which animals and plants live in their very own backyard and learn how they can help keep it such a special place.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Top pictures: A great egret (left), and a male mallard duck and ring-bulled gull (right), common residents of Caven Point.
Bottom pictures: IC staff explain some of the daily catch to students. Left: Rockweed, a species of brown algae that is an important food source for ducks, and right, one of the many finned residents of the Hudson River Estuary.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Left: An osprey nesting box located in the wet meadows behind the interpretive center. As this fish-eating species of raptor makes its migration down to Florida for the winter months, it will seek out potential nesting spots for the following spring. Hopefully one saw our box and would like to nest right here in the park! 
Right: A visiting osprey takes a lunch break with a freshly caught striped bass.



Richard J. Sullivan Natural Area
• This is state protected tidal 

marshland, the only remaining 
naturally occurring one in our area.

• Left unchanged, it gives us a good 
idea of how all the land which today 
is Liberty State Park used to look 
before development.

• Salt marshes are natural buffers for 
storms, and protect higher area from 
flooding by taking the brunt of wind 
and storm surge.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A black-crowned night heron, a species of wading bird, making its summer home in the salt marsh area. It is a great sight to see for either the seasoned or the novice birder.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A shot of the Richard J.Sullivan Natural Area at mid-tide. Not only does it serve as a habitat for many species of animals and plants, it offers aesthetic views of a natural setting, plus many notable sights such as the New York City skyline and Ellis Island.



Freshwater Pond
• A renovated area behind the 

Nature Interpretive Center, which 
was once a rain-fed pond choked 
with invasive reeds known as 
Phragmites.

• In 2005, the fill was taken out and 
replaced with new soil, and the 
pond was expanded and stocked 
with native fish.

• Newly created habitat brought 
homes for animals, and an 
aesthetic view for park patrons.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The restoration project, just about finished.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A great blue heron sits in the water, possibly looking for a bite to eat. Herons are long-legged wading birds which catch food by walking around in shallow water, kicking up mud and sand in the hopes to unveil a tasty fish or crab. Once spotted, the heron will pull back its long neck and spear the prey with a long, sharp beak. 



The Interior
• Located in the center of the park, these 

251 acres of land are currently closed to 
the public.

• A former railyard, plans will be to 
restore and transform this current plant 
community into an accessible part of 
Liberty State Park.

• The plans are to include freshwater 
wetlands, wooded sites, and nature 
trails.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Soon, nearly 250 acres of Liberty State Park will be accessible to the public, allowing visitors to experience more of their green oasis. Untouched since the park’s creation in 1976, the interior currently serves as habitat for many species of New Jersey native plants and animals.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A shot from inside the interior in its current state.



Hudson River Waterfront Walkway
• This two-mile walk connects the 

southern and northern sections of 
the park and offers the visitor an 
unparalleled view of the Harbor, the 
Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and 
New York City.

• This is one section of the Hudson 
River Waterfront Walkway which 
spans from the George Washington 
Bridge to the Bayonne Bridge.  
Most of the walkway is complete as 
of 2017.



Thank You!
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