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New York State Inland GRP Update  
Lake Champlain Region

Joint Regional Response Team 1 & 2
Burlington, Vermont - Spring 2017 
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Pickens County Alabama
Nov 8, 2013
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In response to this large increase in crude-by-rail traffic, the 
Governor of New York issued Executive Order 125 directing 
state agencies to strengthen the state’s preparedness for 
incidents involving crude oil transportation. New York State’s 
(NYS) Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), in 
collaboration with the Department of Homeland Security & 
Emergency Services and Department of Health, are leading a 
multi-stakeholder effort to develop Inland GRPs for the 21 NYS 
counties currently impacted by crude-by-rail transportation.
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GRP Development

A tiered approach was used to develop NYS GRPs:

Tier 1: County steering committees were established consisting 
primarily of local first response agencies, as well as their state 
and federal partners. Utilizing Sensitive Resource Maps 
developed by NYSDEC, coupled with local steering committee 
input, location-specific response plans were identified. 
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GRP Development

A tiered approach was used to develop NYS GRPs:

Tier 2: Location-specific response plans were drafted, reviewed 
by the NYSDEC and steering committees and set as final 
working “evergreen” documents, which are open for 
update/refinement at any time in the future.
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Priorities for Protection

• Sensitive Human Populations
• Environmentally Sensitive Areas
• Critical Infrastructure
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Oil Spill Response Equipment
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Example 
GRP MAP

There are over 300
GRPs for the 
850 miles of 
NYS railroad track
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The Site-specific GRPs are higher resolution response plans. In 
addition to sensitive environmental resources and booming 
strategies, these plans identify the locations of sensitive human 
receptors (e.g., schools, daycare centers, assisted living centers, 
etc.), critical infrastructure, and fire suppression assets. 

Site-specific GRP (many/county)
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The backside of the GRP provides a general checklist of response 
considerations, a list of agency and industry notification numbers, 
the address for fire suppression resources, and phone numbers for 
each sensitive receptor facility within 0.5 miles of the tracks.
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Example of back 
of GRP -
Notifications and 
Actions 
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Thank You

Kevin Hale
Chief, Emergency Response Coordination
NYSDEC

Kevin.Hale@dec.ny.gov

518-402-9543 (office)
518-281-7347 (cell) 
518-457-7362 (24 hour Spill Hotline)
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