
LAKE CHAMPLAIN SPILL CONTINGENCY PLANNING
BACKGROUND

• Joint exercises, oil & hazmat training, spills conference

• Multi-Agency Contingency Plan for Emergency Environmental Events in the Lake Champlain Region 
(2016)

• Plan holders: EPA Regions 1&2, USCG D1 & SNNE, NY,  VT

• Roles & Responsibilities

• NIMS/ UC

• EPA/CG

• Substantially completed in 2012-13, signed in 2016





NYSDEC GRP Development (2014-16)
• 300+ local GRPs
• 500+ site specific booming locations



Lake Champlain Spill Planning

• Fall 2016
• Shoreline Surveys (100 mi)
• Plattsburgh to Whitehall





GRP Coverages:
• LC Shoreline GRP – blue outlines
• Rail Main Line GRPs – green outlines



Shoreline Types

• Rocky Shore
• Vegetated  Wetlands
• Developed – Commercial, Residential, 
• Parks, Recreational, Historic



Lake Champlain Shorelines

• Rocky Shoreline
• Mud flats
• Wooded shoreline



Lake Champlain 
Shorelines

• Wetlands
• Marshes
• River mouths



• Shoreline Sensitivity Summaries

• Description of Shoreline feature

• Summary of sensitivity – fish & wildlife habitat, 
permanent/seasonal, nesting/spawning, recreational, cultural, 
and other sensitivity concerns

• Considerations for Selection of Response Techniques

• Area Committee consensus on appropriateness of various 
removal techniques

• Preferred

• Acceptable

• Conditional (may be acceptable under certain conditions)

• Unacceptable

Deference to resource managers on sensitivity and spill 
response on feasibility

• Site Specific Strategies

• Booming Configurations, anchor points, boat ramps, staging 
areas, access, equipment & personnel needed, etc



What’s Next?

• Reconvene with NY resource managers 
(DEC-DFWMR)

• Lines to points

• Alignment of quad boundaries to shoreline types

• Convene to develop consensus on response 
strategies (25 GRP quads)

• Development of Site-Specific Strategies (70 
locations, NY side)

• Engage with VT (southern portion of lake)

• Southernmost 7 GRPs cover both NY & VT sides

• Whitehall to Ticonderoga
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