REGION 8 REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM MEETING

DECEMBER  3-4, 2008
US EPA NETI-West, Lakewood, Colorado

Deirdre Rothery, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 8 Regional Response Team (RRT) Coordinator welcomed everyone. David Ostrander, EPA Region 8 Site Assessment and Emergency Response Program Director, discussed a few recent changes at the regional office. There is a new Removal Manager for the Response Unit. The Preparedness Prevention Team also has a new team lead working on combining their efforts with the efforts of Homeland Security.  NRT Meeting coming up in March.  Feedback requested for RRT Report. The next May/June RRT meeting will  be held in North Dakota. An attempt will be made to make video teleconferencing available and coordinate with other meetings and activities. 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE)

Greg Stasinos, CDPHE Department Operations Center Manager discussed the 18 months of planning for and success of the Democratic National Convention (DNC) in Denver. It was the largest convention and first National Security Special Event (NSSE) in Denver. Civil disruption was minimal and there were only about six minor injuries. A planning calendar was used, which was a living document that evolved during the planning process and event itself. CDPHE’s key objectives included real-time redundant communication; situation awareness (SATool, Web Emergency Operations Center (EOC), etc); and clear decision making at CDPHE’s Joint Operations Center (JOC). Success stemmed from flexibility, keeping up morale, and working closely with federal counterparts.
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)

Captain James Hanzacik discussed the successes and improvements needed following the recent oil spill responses on the Mississippi River and near San Francisco. 
Region 6 Radiological Assistance (DOE) – Idaho National Labs

David Everett spoke briefly about the Radiation Roundup, a conference coming up soon to bring first responders together. The responsibilities of the National Response Center (NRC) versus the responsibilities of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) were also discussed. Dave recommended reading the Nuclear Incident Guide which explains the connection to and communication with the EPA.
OSHA

Bob Glover talked about the current national emphasis on oil refineries. There are only three oil refineries left to inspect, all of which are in Montana. The inspections will be done by Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA’s) state partners in Utah and Wyoming. OSHA plans to focus on chemical plants next, specifically looking at process safety management issues. Inspections are likely to take 5 to 6 years. Refrigeration units that exceed EPA thresholds will be a main focus. He also pointed out that OSHA has been reorganized at a national level.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Environmental Health Division
Chris Poulet presented and stated that there is a phone number at the CDC Emergency Response for triage. The number is 770-488-7100. Callers will be redirected based on the type of response required. It should also be noted that the Environmental Health Division of the CDC is a toxicology resource.

National Institute for Occupational Safety and health (NIOSH)

Dr. Yvonne Boudreau presented the resources that NIOSH has to offer. They have an office at the Denver Federal Center and can be contacted at 303-236-6032.
EPA, Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) Project Officer

Joni Sandoval discussed an upcoming training exercise being planned that will likely be held on April 24th through the National Preparedness and Response Exercise Program, which is a unified effort between the EPA and USCG.  Federal, local, state, and industry participation is expected. The main objective will be to evaluate the state response mechanism with the use of a full scale exercise. More participation is wanted and planning meetings will be held for all who participate (2 to 3 meetings, the first probably in January, date and time not yet set). Sun Core Energy will be participating and Conoco Phillips is likely to participate as well. The location is likely to be 56th and York and include Sand Creek in Commerce City, Colorado. Level A entry will be required and a chlorine gas plume will be part of the training exercise. 

Discussion of Regional /Subarea Contingency Plans 
Deirdre Rothery (EPA) hosted a discussion on Regional and Sub-Area Contingency Plans. A draft of the Region 8 Regional Contingency Plan is currently being reviewed. The EPA will send the draft Regional Contingency Plan to the RRT in the New Year for review.  Once the RRT has provided comments we will move to finalize the document.  Kerry Guy (EPA) has been working on keeping the Sub-Area Contingency Plans up to date. There are currently nine Sub-Area Contingency Plans for Region 8.  It was noted that Regions 5 and 7 have been going to a Google Earth-based system as opposed to a Geographic Information System (GIS)-based program. Jereme Altendorf, LT of the US Coast Guard stated that the Google Earth-based programs work really well to get the information you need without GIS training. Mike Zucker (Utah) said that they have been attaching the kml file to the Google earth file in Utah, which has been working well. Additionally, Homeland Security encouraged Utah to do their Exercise Plan under regional instead of tri-county response. Utah has been piggybacking onto Homeland Security Plans Training and Exercise Drills, which has also been working well for them. The EPA will be working on putting together a training calendar.

Democratic National Convention (DNC)
Pete Stevenson discussed EPA’s pre-deployment planning and organizational structure of operations for the 2008 DNC.  He also discussed some of the analytical and communication tools utilized such as the Trace Atmosphere Gas Analyzer (TAGA) and Web EOC. The lessons learned from both the management’s perspective and the OSC’s perspectives were highlighted. 
Richfield, Utah (Hot Site)

Joyce Ackerman (EPA) discussed the PCE plume found in Richland, Utah from operations at a former dry cleaning facility, now a gymnastics and cheerleading school. Toxicologists determined that 18 parts per billion (ppb) PCE should be the limit for holding classes (based on cancer studies). The PCE concentration in the breathing zone when the building was well ventilated was 52 ppb. The circumstances were such that spending Superfund money on remediation could not be justified, so a contractor installed three radon-type ventilation systems and sealed the cracks in the floor. The EPA resampled in November finding PCE concentrations well below 18 ppb, and has agreed to work out a plan for resampling with the owners.

Belden Cribbing Site, Eagle County, Colorado (Hot Site)

Al Lange (EPA) discussed a project done to prevent mining waste rock from falling down the steep slope and entering the Eagle River. A wall made of tree logs with rocks used to fill the cracks (cribbings) constructed over 100 years ago was beginning to fail and endangering a nearby fishery. Union Pacific Railroad owns a 30 foot right-of-way next to the Eagle River. The railroad was covered to provide temporary road access for construction of a new wall. Ditch and barrier walls made of pre-cast concrete blocks were constructed. Perforated pipe was installed behind the wall and limestone is being used to treat the water coming out of the pipe. Three different pipes draining old mine adits merge into one pipe and were diverted to a nearby water treatment plant.

BioEnergy, Commerce City, Colorado (Hot Site)

Craig Myers and Gina Andrews (EPA) discussed a spill at BioEnergy, a biofuels facility located at approximately I-25 and 58th just north of downtown Denver. OSC Myers conducted the initial site visit and found poor conditions. There had been numerous spills and violations at this facility and the EPA OSCs had been on site three times prior to 2008. BioEnergy began operation in 2005 with no operating permits from Adams County. A cease and desist order was issued by the State for storm water violations and by the County for improper business for zoning.  The facility was finally shut down by the County. When returning for soil sample collection on April 8, BioEnergy personnel were loading railcars with liquid from the storage tanks. The North Metro Fire Department and Adams Country Sheriff were called in for assistance. It was suspected that the liquid waste being loaded into the railcar was recovered waste from a previous spill and had a pH less than 1. The waste in each railcar was different; pH 1 and 13, high methanol content, petrol, and condensate. The potentially responsible parties (PRPs) were given verbal orders to offload the railcars and numerous attempts were made to get the PRPs to volunteer to do the cleanup themselves. There has been an ongoing effort to get the PRPs to complete an acceptable work plan to complete removal. To complicate matters there is also an ongoing feud between the tenant and landowner, making it more difficult to get them to work together on a cleanup plan.
At present, biodiesel facilities are in regulatory limbo. No one is regulating the facility as a whole. Biodiesel indicates oil, but a lack of water limits Oil Pollution Act (OPA) authority. Determining if the waste falls under Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) waste regulations or if it should be treated as oil waste depends on which tank spills or what stage of the process the waste was in when it spilled.  Biofuel facilities fall outside the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) regulatory limits; these provisions were extended from 7/03 to 7/05, then 7/07, 7/09.  The EPA can inspect, but has no enforcement hammer until July 2009, and another one-year extension is likely, meaning all new facilities have no regulations to comply with. 

Livingston Water Supply (Hot Site)

Gina Andrews (EPA) discussed an emergency response to a case of vandalism and a potential contaminated water supply tank in Livingston, Montana.  A 90,000-gallon drinking water reservoir was damaged; the tank serves approximately 20 homes in the area.  The EPA Montana Operations Office was called.  Before contacting the EPA, the city had flushed some of the water from the tank (the water flushed was not contained), informed their citizens, and handed out bottled water. Emergency Response and START were mobilized to obtain water samples. Although no illness had been reported, hotel rooms were offered to the residents while we awaited sample results.  The tank water was analyzed for semivolatile organic compounds (SVOC), volatile organic compounds (VOC), inorganics, radiological (alpha and total spectrum), bacteria (total coliform), cyanide, ammonia, toxicity (Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) test). All results were compliant with drinking water standards. This incident has prompted discussion about what the appropriate response should be. There is a need for better regional procedures for handling emergency responses due to drinking water contamination. A training done by the EPA and FEMA could serve as a potential model. 
Colorado Emergency Planning Commission
Tim Gablehouse discussed the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS), a new Department of Homeland Security (DHS) regulatory program securing the chemical sector. The Chemical Security Compliance Division (CSCD) was created to oversee the regulatory program and covered facilities will be placed in one of four tiers. Regulatory oversight will be done in a phased approach and the DHS model plan must be used for the site security plan. 
Bill Goetzee, HSIN, LCDR US Coast Guard

Bill discussed the Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN), a web-based, user friendly, secure, information portal. While this program is not capable of handling classified information it can handle a couple hundred users in an emergency situation and a couple thousand users in a non-emergency situation. FEMA seems to be on board with using this system though, so it is likely that most other agencies will be expected to use this program as well. 

Lt. Jereme Altendorf, USCG – USCG Pacific Strike Team Capabilities

Lt. Jereme Altendorf discussed the capabilities of the USCG Deployable Operations Group (DOG) and how the USGS has changes since 9/11. The DOG’s mission is to provide organized, equipped and trained Deployable Specialized Forces to Coast Guard, DHS, and interagency operational tactical commands. These forces will deploy in support of national requirements as adaptive force packages, across the U.S. and other high interest areas. Services offered by the Pacific Strike Team are available to EPA Region 8. Services include oil and hazardous chemical response; weapons of mass destruction (WMD) response including radiological and bioterrorism incidents; incident command / response management support; preparedness exercise and event planning support. 
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