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Region 8 Regional Response Team Meeting
Denver Federal Center, Lakewood, CO
June 29-30, 2010
http://www.rrt8.nrt.org
Deirdre Rothery, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 8 Regional Response Team (RRT) Coordinator, welcomed everyone and gave updates and an introduction. David Ostrander, EPA Region 8 RRT Primary, gave opening remarks. 
North Dakota Department of Emergency Services – Division of Homeland Security
Ray DeBoer, Hazardous Chemicals Preparedness & Response Coordinator, discussed successful and efficient flood management efforts this year in North Dakota. The water in Devil’s Lake has risen 30 inches since 1993, and the state is having issues with water diversion to Canada and also people not wanting to leave the land. TIER II fees were given: $25 per reportable chemical per facility, with a $475 maximum per facility. He noted that the LEPC is no longer run by the county commissioners. The 2010 North Dakota Hazardous Materials Conference will be Nov 30 through Dec 1. He also discussed a train derailment incident where the engineer died, and stated there was a lack of response command. Other recent occurrences in North Dakota included ice and snow storms, fallen towers, and tornados. North Dakota has developed a software training video on their database, which costs $25 per facility. 
Utah Department of Environmental Quality (UDEQ)
Mike Zucker, UDEQ, and Ty Bailey, Department of Public Safety (DPS), discussed Utah’s ongoing establishment of a SERC. Two parts of the committee who must come to a consensus are the Commissioner of Public Safety and the Executive Director of Environmental Quality. Some cities have an LEPC and some do not. As of now, state and county representation is being reviewed. Under SERC, the UDEQ manages data, and the DPS has a larger role in planning, LEPC coordination, etc. It was noted they would like to have EPA involved in plan reviews and FEMA reviews, and they are working on establishing command from the federal level on down. 
South Dakota Department of Environmental and Natural Resources (DOENR)
Kim McIntosh, Ground Water Quality Program (DOENR), discussed the November ice storms, flooding, tornados, and power outages in South Dakota. She expressed concern about moving dammed water by fall, to avoid problems manifesting in the winter. She cited South Dakota’s very active SERC and discussed challenges with accepting data from TERC, but said protection of their citizens is important. The eastern part of South Dakota is mostly flat, and is still in disaster mode, due to standing water. 
U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI)
Bob Stewart, DOI Regional Environment Officer, discussed their involvement in the Gulf. They have a rotating crew of 1,000 people on 10-day to 2-week deployment, with fatigue setting in and overtime caps becoming an issue. 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
Bill Maier, Regional State Liaison Officer, NRC, discussed a national issue with depleted uranium used for spotting rounds, and the Army trying to obtain a national license to have material on their facilities. He also discussed a national source tracking system for radioactive source weapons from the time of manufacture to the time of disposal. He mentioned the NRC working with FEMA, holding public meetings, and talking with local and state officials to put approval for an import license on hold, in regards to importing Italian radioactive waste. 

USDA Forest Services
Kurt Muenchow, Emergency Response Coordinator, discussed the slow-moving infestation of the bark beetle. 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
Bill Wright, Dept. of Labor (OSHA), discussed fatality in the workplace, citing 35 this week alone and over 5,000 per year. He said OSHA is taking a very hard line with fines, but mentioned they also have incentive programs. OSHA is very active in the Gulf right now, but they don’t have jurisdiction off the coast. They have been working with BP onshore and taking samples. These have mostly been NDs, but some benzene is present in the oil. He also mentioned heat stress and exhaustion being issues for their 25-member crew working 7 days a week, but pointed out a very good working relationship with the US Coast Guard. 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Craig Myers, EPA OSC, led a discussion about Micro-Blaze microbial products as bio-remediation agents. The 1,280-gallon diesel spill from a rolled tanker on Loveland Pass will be an RRT-approved study for application of Micro-Blaze and Biosolve, since it is a 1:1 slope and excavation is not possible. There was some debate as to whether bio-remediation agents were more effective than natural attenuation augmented with fertilizers.
U.S. Department of Agriculture – Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA-APHIS
Ronnie Warren, USDA-APHIS Emergency Support Function-11 Coordinator, gave an overview of ESF #11, which included organizational levels and responsibilities. Some topics included were animal carcass disposal for natural disaster response, political and public safety issues, APHIS animal care and veterinary services, as well as plant protection and quarantine. He also discussed the differences between APHIS biological services and those of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, technical resources, criminal investigations, and ongoing efforts in the Gulf.  
In-situ Burn Policy, U.S. EPA
Craig Myers discussed briefly the current EPA in-situ burn policy, Annex 7. The main topics were burning agents, contact methods for support, compliance with the Clean Water Act and Natural Resources Act, and size limits. 
Regional and Sub-Area Contingency Plans, U.S. EPA
David Ostrander led a short discussion about revising the bio-remediation sections of the Regional and Sub-area Contingency Plans. It was generally agreed the Plan should be put out as a whole now, and areas reworked as needed. Bernadette Gonzales mentioned specifically that the bioremediation section is unnecessarily complicated and needs reworking. 
U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board, (CSB)
Mary Beth Mulcahy, CSB Investigator, gave an overview of the organizational structure and history of the CSB. She discussed the CSB investigation, evidence collection, deployment processes, and products offered. She gave examples of the CSB investigation process for the Kleen Energy Natural Gas Explosion in 2010, a 2010 lab explosion at Texas Tech University, the Silver Eagle Refinery explosion in 2009, and the BP Texas City Refinery in 2005, and also clarified the CSB’s role as it pertains to OSHA. 
National Response System, U.S. EPA
Kerry Guy, EPA OSC, discussed the history of the National Response System, originating from the National Contingency Plan (1968) and Local Emergency Response Plans (1986). He showed an RRT flowchart, and stated the need for getting a better handle on emergency discharge protocol. Some discussion took place regarding SERC vs LEPC roles and changing framework, and therefore organizational structure and funding. It was agreed that worst-case scenario coordination is essential because even an indispensable plan lasts realistically only until staff changes occur. 
Valley Post and Pole, U.S. EPA
Craig Myers gave a presentation on a sawmill in Sheridan, Wyoming, that treated posts with PCP as a sealant and preservative. The EPA and WYDEQ began investigating in 1987 for PCP and diesel leakage. The fluid waste code was not put into effect until 1988, or this site would have had significant violations for lack of drip pads, improper storage, and dumping of spent solution. In 2009, the area was geoprobed to confirm the presence of PCP, and over 80 soil samples were analyzed in a mobile lab. The source area was excavated to 24 feet deep, since the PCP went down through the clay beneath. Responders in New Jersey have grown bacteria to till into the soil, to help reduce dioxin levels, and results are currently being awaited. 
Red Butte Pipeline Spill, U.S. EPA
Steve Merritt, EPA OSC, gave a presentation on the Chevron pipeline spill at the Red Butte Creek in Salt Lake City, UT in June 2010. The leak was caused by a substation electrical fire, where a fencepost arc-welded a hole in the pipeline below. Salt Lake City’s culvert system spread the oil quickly, but most of it was captured in Liberty Park. EPA initially worked to unify disjointed command and establish cleanup phases. He discussed the dynamics of working with the PRP, noting benefits and limitations. Chevron’s ingenuity with cleanup methods such as filter booms and deluge pumps was also mentioned. The project’s intermediate and long-term cleanup phases include SCAT reports, flushing with water deluge pumps, removing visible stain/sheen/odor sources, and if necessary or appropriate, Cytosol SWA use. 
Bullhead Asbestos, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, U.S. EPA
Kerry Guy discussed investigation of this site on the north side of the Sioux reservation for asbestos. Concern arose that children were being exposed while playing around the debris piles of the torn down building. He mentioned that 1-15% of the tiles were in very bad shape and releasing asbestos to the environment. EPA worked with tribal employment rights office to share the work. Peripheral air monitors were put in place, the site was wet down before tile was removed, and sealant was applied to the sub-slab. Some issues arose with material being tracked from the site, but this was removed. 
Wyoming Drinking Water Response, U.S. EPA
Steve Merritt discussed a suspected deliberate drinking water contamination incident near James Town, Wyoming. A 200,000 gallon water reservoir was found with an open hatch, unsecured ladder, and a hanging rope attached. Local responders went door-to-door to homes connected to the water source, and the water system was off-line for a few days. Critical issues were maintaining water pressure only for toilet flushing, flushing the water system, and providing drinking water and an accessible shower facility to residents. The conclusion was that two young boys confessed to playing around on the water tower. Project costs were about $10,000 in field mobilization, and $20,000 with lab analysis. 
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
Cpt. James Hanzalik, USCG RRT VI & VIII Coordinator, discussed the importance of the RRT and NRC rescue efforts in the Gulf following the Deepwater Horizon explosion, and ongoing efforts in the Gulf. He mentioned using alternative approaches, skimmers, ocean boom, revising offshore policies and reviewing offshore facilities, and changing the focus of the Coast Guard’s resources. 

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
Steven Morreale, DOE Region 6, discussed the Air Force graduation, and the Secretary of Energy and National Laboratories reporting to help the Coast Guard in the Gulf. He mentioned the Malstrom Air Force Base nuclear weapons incident, working on ICS training and unified command, an upcoming terrorist act exercise in Glacier, and foreign emergency aid for the World Cup. 
Tabletop Exercise, U.S. EPA
Steve Merritt and Craig Myers led a discussion with scenarios given for Utah and North Dakota involving derailed trains and pipeline spills into rivers. The discussion included immediate concerns for surrounding areas, appropriate level and order of notification, contamination, and public health issues. Each situation was then altered to include fatalities, fire, radioactive waste, pesticides, diesel leakage, and 10,000 concert spectators. Discussion of proper responder notification was again resumed, along with mobilization timelines and support resources offered from various RRT organizations. 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
David Dorian, CDC, gave an overview of the ATSDR and their capabilities. He then discussed the Coal Fly Ash Response at the TVA Kingston Fossil Plant in Tennessee. This release entailed a wet fly ash flow into a river, with As, Cr, Hg, Th, V, and Ra226 as the main substances of concern. Since the spill occurred 3 days before Christmas, the legal side of the response was difficult and efforts were somewhat slowed. Other issues noted included some debate over level of command, and the ash plume settling into the riverbed. Mass chemical loading in the river was also a concern, with over 5.4 million cubic yards of contamination. Lab analysis of the fly ash came back as ND, but mass loading could be pounds of arsenic deposited into the river, with bioaccumulation in the local animal population as a result. 

Silver Eagle Refinery and OSHA Overview
Bill Wright discussed the purpose behind OSHA: to ensure safe working conditions for all men and women. He gave fatality statistics, and common causes of struck bys, falls, and asphyxiation. He also discussed triggers for OSHA inspections, and mentioned that changes to penalties are causing OSHA to hire legal representation. He defined a high-profile site as those where falls or amputations occur, or which contain combustible dust, trenching/excavation, crystalline silica, led, petroleum, or chemical hazards. He mentioned the Silver Eagle Refinery incident causing the largest OSHA fine in history, and discussed ongoing efforts with the USCG on the Deepwater Horizon project. 
UAC Deepwater Horizon, USCG
Cpt. James Hanzalik discussed the Incident Management Branch Division, and its involvement in mobilizing for the Gulf response. It is believed that during the drilling process, the casing was improperly installed and a methane leakage occurred, which caught fire. The USCG is using NOAA oil trajectory for its short-term ability to predict the spill boundary. He stated the oil is a light crude, and therefore contains lots of VOCs. He discussed various cleanup methods, including water fog to keep the VOCs down, booming, dispersants, umbilicals to pump oil to a refinery, controlled burns, skimmers, bagasse, and controlled burning. Some discussion about the toxicity and biodegradability of chemical dispersants arose. Cpt. Hanzalik also mentioned political issues within and between Gulf coast states, and concern from Delaware and North Carolina about oil traveling with the Loop Current to the Gulf Stream and affecting the Atlantic coast. There has also been concern from fisheries and businesses in New Orleans, but there has been a massive amount of air, water, oil, and fishery sampling done by the EPA. He mentioned that Incident Command has been very cooperative, although there were some technical problems with their system crashing, due to the magnitude of this national response. 
Final comments
Final group discussion included praise of the presentations and group communication. Continuing interaction was encouraged so things remain professional and not personal during response efforts. Ongoing organization of states was also encouraged to promote independence. 
Acronyms List:

LEPC – Local Emergency Planning Committee
SERC – State Emergency Response Commission 

FEMA – Federal Emergency Management Agency
TERC – Tribal Emergency Response Commission
SCAT – Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Technique
SWA – Surface Washing Agent
OSC – U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator
NRC – National Response Center (USCG) 

CDC – Center for Disease Control
NOAA – National Oceanic & Atmosphere Administration
VOC – Volatile Organic Compound
