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• Open in Google Chrome

• Mute your microphone

• Turn off your camera

• DO use Q&A to ask questions

• DO use Chat for technical issues

• Audio:
• We will be using computer audio

• Phone may also be used for audio: 
478-292-3793 (PIN: 23419153)

• Find Google Meet help at 
https://support.google.com/meet/?hl
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Environmental Unit & Wildlife Branch Training

March 11, 2021

Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Alaska: 
Revisions & Changes



• Approved by Alaska RRT federal co-chairs and State 
of Alaska representative – August 2020







Help! There's 
oil in the water!



Why 
needed?





Significant Revision 
WHY???

Well, 2012 was a 
while ago now...

And content and 
contacts needed to 

be updated...
...and I heard it's now more 

user- and responder-
friendly

...and the format now follows 
the Area Contingency Plans





What changed?









Let’s talk















http://www.pws-
osri.org/publications/avai
lable-reports/

http://www.pws-osri.org/publications/available-reports/




Questions?

Email: philip_johnson@ios.doi.gov



G E N E R A L  
W I L D L I F E  

R E S P O N S E  
I N F O R M AT I O N

M A R C H  1 1 , 2 0 2 1



HOW TO USE THE WPG



WHERE TO FIND



BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES



GENERAL WILDLIFE PROTECTION 
CONSIDERATIONS



WILDLIFE 
RESPONSE 
FLOW CHART



Wildlife Reconnaissance
March 11, 2021



• Guide overall incident response priorities

• Identify sensitive areas and species

• Help keep oil away from wildlife and wildlife away from oil

• Minimize impacts of spills and response actions to wildlife

• Wildlife Response Plans

Wildlife Recon
Effective and Efficient Response



Figure 3-1: Wildlife Response Flowchart

Wildlife Recon 
emphasized 
throughout 
response



WPG

Tactic

ADEC Area Plan References & Tools Page

Wildlife Recon Tactic: Why & Where?

Information Tactic

Why? CONSISTENCY

Where?





Front page



Back page



Instructions



Wildlife Recon Wrap-Up

• Wildlife observations: get ‘em early & throughout response

• Tactic establishes consistent approach

• Both Tactic and Form provide clear instructions & can be used by anybody

• Early responders can provide valuable information



https://www.fws.gov/alaska/pages/what-we-do/spill-response
More information at:



Permits and Authorizations 
Made Easy: Tables and 
Flowcharts
NEW AND EXCITING!



Purpose/Intent

 Provide a succinct summary: 
Clarity

 Streamline the authorization 
process

 Reduce redundancy

 Reduce response impacts on 
wildlife



Purpose/Intent





Reminder: 
Primary Response 
Strategy = contain 

and clean up the oil. 
Keep the oil away 

from wildlife.







Reminder: 
Secondary Response 

Strategy =  Keep 
wildlife away from 

the oil.





Reminder: 
Tertiary Response 

Strategy =  Capture, 
rehabilitation, and 

release of oiled 
wildlife.











Thanks!



Carcass Collection 
and Wildlife 
Capture Forms
MARCH 11, 2021



Overview

 Carcass Collection
 Where to find
 Purpose/Intent
 Permitting & Authorizations
 Tactic, Forms, and Job Aid

 Wildlife Capture Forms
 Live Animal Capture Form
 Capture Log for LIVE Animals
 Transport Log for LIVE Animals



Where to find in the WPG



Purpose & Intent

 One protocol for all collectors
 Set reporting and collection standards
 Clarify permits and authorizations

 How and when to get, from which agency

 Provide clear instructions on how to: 
 Report carcass observations
 Collect small carcasses
 Document large carcasses



Permits and Authorizations



Permits and Authorizations



Permits and Authorizations



Tactic Description
 Small vs. large carcasses

 Collect those “small enough to be removed from 
the environment”

 Document those “too large to be removed from 
the environment”
 Sampled (instead of collected)



Equipment Table



Personnel Table



Form and Tags



Form and Tags



Tactic Instructions



Transport Log



Job Aid



Wildlife Capture Forms

 Live Animal Capture Form
 Capture Log for Live Animals
 Transport Log for Live Animals



Live Animal Capture Form



Capture Log for Live Animals



Transport Log for Live 
Animals



Safeguards

 Repetitions in paperwork are intentional 
and important
 Weather happens
 Things get lost or damaged
 Be patient and thorough
 Your work is not wasted



ADEC Area Plan 
References and Tools



Wildlife Protection Guidelines Training 
for

Environmental Unit and Wildlife Branch Personnel
March 11, 2021

Worst case discharge for the Kodiak Area
from the

Alaska Scenarios Compendium

Scenario



M/V Logship Grounding

THIS IS A DRILL

Kazakof (Danger) Bay
3/10/2021, ~0500

• 600-ft logging cargo ship blown onto rocks
• Hull damaged, extent unknown
• Not taking on water
• Fuel capacity: 180,000 gallons IFO
• ~100,000 gallons has been released; spill 

not contained
• Weather: winds 45 mph from N, gusts up to 70 

mph, expected to diminish throughout the day; 
skies clear 



THIS IS A DRILL ICS-232 Resources at Risk



ICS-232: Wildlife Concerns
THIS IS A DRILL

Who could be here now?
Who’s coming soon?



ESA-listed Species

Humpback whales
Steller sea lions

Sea otters
Steller’s eiders

Birds

Shorebirds
Sea ducks
Bald eagles

Who Could Be Here Now?

Marine Mammals

Harbor seals
Dall’s porpoise

Harbor porpoise
Killer Whales

Terrestrial Mammals

Muskrat
River otters

Beavers
Brown bears

Fox
Ermine
Marten

Fish & Invertebrates

Herring
Salmon
Flatfish
Rockfish

Pacific cod
Octopus
Crabs
Clams

THIS IS A DRILL

Sensitive Habitats

Waterfowl overwintering
Haulouts

Anadromous streams
Essential Fish Habitat

Seabird colonies
Spawning



NOAA
Science Support for Oil Spills

Catherine Berg 
NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator

Office:  (907) 428-4143
Mobile: (907) 529-9157
24-hour: (206) 526-4911

E-mail:  catherine.berg@noaa.gov

1

NOAA
Emergency Response Division
www.response.restoration.noaa.gov



SSC Responsibilities

• Provide oil location and trajectory forecasting
• Provide environmental hazards information
• Develop a prioritized list of resources at risk
• Facilitate the Endangered Species Act consultation 
• Evaluate countermeasures, cleanup methods, & endpoints
• Seek consensus on scientific issues affecting response
• Facilitate damage assessment (NRDA)

• Integrate knowledge evaluating hazards & effects



IMH 2014
OIL SPILL RESPONSE 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONSTRUCT







Fates Analysis

INTERMEDIATE FUEL OIL 300
GROUP 4 OIL
API: 11.9
POUR POINT:  21 F
VISCOSITY:  129518 – 336345 cSt @ 32 F

INTERMDIATE FUEL OIL 180
GROUP 4 OIL
API:  14.7
POUR POINT:  14 F
VISCOSITY:  12576 cSt @ 32 F



NOAA 
Trajectory Analysis



Spruce Island

Whale Island

Marmot Bay

Anton 
Larson 
Bay



Questions?

Catherine Berg 
NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator
Office:  (907) 428-4143
Mobile: (907) 529-9157
24-hour: (206) 526-4911
E-mail:  catherine.berg@noaa.gov
www.response.restoration.noaa.gov



Startup and Comprehensive 
Wildlife Response Plans

Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Oil Spill 
Response in Alaska 

11 March 2021

• Background
• Comparison of the two plans
• Key points within example Startup and Comprehensive WRPs
• Questions?



Located within the WPG and as stand-alone documents (Fillable .pdfs and Word .doc)

https://alaskarrt.org/PublicFiles/WPG-v2020B.pdf


Why the Startup and Comprehensive WRPs?
• Replace Appendices 24 (Wildlife Hazing) & 25 (Wildlife 

Capture, Transportation, Stabilization, and Treatment) in 
the 2012 WPG
 The WRPs combine wildlife response activities, permit 

information, responder capabilities, & agency expectations
• Starts simple, increases in complexity as the response does
• They are communication tools –
 During plan development: reflect conversations, idea exchange
 After signing, it’s the Wildlife Response Plan



3650 – Request for Wildlife Response Activities 
During an emergency oil spill response when wildlife is or could become oiled, 
some or portions of the wildlife response strategies may need to be 
implemented before all the details necessary to carry out entire strategies are 
available. A two-phase process allows initial wildlife response strategy 
implementation as soon as possible using the Startup WRP (Section 9740.3.8.1) 
and allows additional details to be added in the Comprehensive WRP (Section 
9740.3.8.2) as the spill response continues. This two-phase process allows time 
to: 

• Scale the IMT wildlife sections (EU, WB) to the size appropriate for the 
incident. 

• Mobilize wildlife responders.
• Conduct immediate authorized response activities for impacted 

wildlife.
• Develop details necessary to complete the Comprehensive WRP.

3650 – Request for Wildlife Response Activities 
During an emergency oil spill response when wildlife is or could become oiled, 
some or portions of the wildlife response strategies may need to be 
implemented before all the details necessary to carry out entire strategies are 
available. A two-phase process allows initial wildlife response strategy 
implementation as soon as possible using the Startup WRP (Section 9740.3.8.1) 
and allows additional details to be added in the Comprehensive WRP (Section 
9740.3.8.2) as the spill response continues. This two-phase process allows time 
to: 

• Scale the IMT wildlife sections (EU, WB) to the size appropriate for the 
incident. 

• Mobilize wildlife responders.
• Conduct immediate authorized response activities for impacted 

wildlife.
• Develop details necessary to complete the Comprehensive WRP.







Startup WRP
I. Incident Summary

Amendment  
Attachments

II. State and Federal OSCs Approval (Signature page)
III. Wildlife Agency Response to Request

IV. Request for Startup Activities
Part A – Species and Habitats
Part B – Proposed Response Strategies
Part C – Supporting Information for Proposed 
Response Strategies

V. Wildlife Agency Permits and Authorizations
VI. Additional Conditions
VII. Worksheet for Ops and Field Personnel

Comprehensive WRP
I. Incident Summary

Amendment  
Attachments

II. State and Federal OSCs Approval (Signature page)
III. Wildlife Agency Response to Request

IV. Wildlife Agency Permits and Authorizations
V. Additional Conditions
VI. Worksheet for Ops and Field Personnel

IV. Wildlife Information and Proposed Response Strategies
Part A – Non-ESA Listed Species
Part B – ESA Listed Species

V. Other Primary Response Actions
VI. Carcass Collection Plan
VII. Hazing/Deterrence Plan
VIII. Pre-emptive Capture Plan
IX. Capture, Transport, Stabilization, Rehabilitation, and Release 

Plan



Wildlife Response Plan Training Examples:  MV Logship Grounding 
THIS IS A DRILL

• We tried to complete within times that we thought would be realistic 
during a response.

• But we’re also trying to provide the level of detail that the wildlife agencies 
would like to see, for calibration purposes.

 Level of detail should match the complexity of the response.

• Speaks to usefulness of planning:
 Provide documents incorporated by reference (e.g., rehab facility 

operating plans) to your wildlife agencies during your regular planning 
process (we’re happy to review and provide feedback)

 Fill out a template with (for example) key staff, wildlife contractor 
information, plan and tactic references



Startup WRP



Incident 
description 

would always 
be included 

ICS 232 (RaR) 
should be 
completed 

before WRP

ESA Emergency s7 would likely 
be pending for Startup WRP.  

But, ESA “Protection 
Measures” will be 

promulgated for all response 
activities, including wildlife 

response.

Pre-issued permits 
may include hazing 
and rehab permits 
issued to wildlife 
contractors and 
OSROs/PRACs



• Signing method 
(electronic vs. 
hardcopy) will 
vary by incident

• Once signed, 
however, it’s 
the Plan until 
amended or 
superseded by 
Comprehensive 
WRP



Denials should be 
rare if we are all 
doing our jobs

“Approve as amended” 
by anything in

Section VI – Additional 
Considerations

Plan expires 72 
hours after it 

goes into effect



Fill this form out with the best available information with as much detail as possible.



We want to 
know if there are 

ESA-listed 
species in the 

area

May not have current 
information on 

wildlife proximity to 
spill if no overflight or 
Wildlife Observations 

yet, so indicate 
uncertainty

Get sensitive 
habitat info from 
Arctic ERMA, ICS-

232 (RaR), C-plans, 
local or agency 

knowledge



IF YES for any species, complete A through H in Part C –
Supporting information for Proposed Response Strategies under
1. Primary Response Strategy

IF YES for any species, complete A through H in Part C –
Supporting information for Proposed Response Strategies under
2. Secondary Response Strategy

IF YES for any species, complete A through J in Part C –
Supporting information for Proposed Response Strategies under
3.  Tertiary Response Strategy

Startup WRP Section IV:  
Part B:  “At a glance” → Part C:  “More info”



 We put “Passive only” boxes in each column to be complete; but when faced with an actual first 72 hours of a 
scenario we found it difficult to answer the question if it didn’t apply to all of the species groups in a column.  We 
will work on this for the next iteration of the Startup WRP template.  

For marine mammals, we can’t assume that boats, skimmers, or any response activity or equipment will passively 
haze them– they are intelligent and curious animals.  We do not want people hazing or deterring marine mammals 
without a very clear, incident-specific plan.   So, for the Startup WRP, hazing/deterring of marine mammals will almost 
always be “no.”  

 However, the form directs people to the conversation about whether marine mammal hazing/deterrence is 
needed.



Also read as:
C. Are there non-target (column 
heading) species?  

 And, are there other non-target 
species?  

(hint:  marine mammals)



OSRO/PRAC are 
on standby in  

Kodiak/ANC so 
reasonable to 
have names.   

Wildlife 
Contractors, Inc., 
enroute.  So also 
reasonable to not 
have names but 
need something 

about their 
experience.





Need permits 
AND 

Authorizations for 
some activities

Don’t haze marine 
mammals, or disturb 

them when hazing 
other species

Report oiled 
animals

The ESA emergency s7 
consultation will result in 
Protection Measures (for 

all response activities)



Measures that are 
often included in the 
ADF&G Wildlife 
Response Permit and 
good for field 
responders to be 
aware of

ESA emergency 
section 7 Protection 
Measures that are 
almost always 
included in our Alaska 
consultations –heads 
up to field responders 
– these can be 
modified if they are 
unachievable. 

Hazing form attached 
(will be included in 
next WPG update)



Comprehensive WRP



Startup WRP
I. Incident Summary

Amendment  
Attachments

II. State and Federal OSCs Approval (Signature page)
III. Wildlife Agency Response to Request

IV. Request for Startup Activities
Part A – Species and Habitats
Part B – Proposed Response Strategies
Part C – Supporting Information for Proposed 
Response Strategies

V. Wildlife Agency Permits and Authorizations
VI. Additional Conditions
VII. Worksheet for Ops and Field Personnel

Comprehensive WRP
I. Incident Summary

Amendment  
Attachments

II. State and Federal OSCs Approval (Signature page)
III. Wildlife Agency Response to Request

IV. Wildlife Agency Permits and Authorizations
V. Additional Conditions
VI. Worksheet for Ops and Field Personnel

IV. Wildlife Information and Proposed Response Strategies
Part A – Non-ESA Listed Species
Part B – ESA Listed Species

V. Other Primary Response Actions
VI. Carcass Collection Plan
VII. Hazing/Deterrence Plan
VIII. Pre-emptive Capture Plan
IX. Capture, Transport, Stabilization, Rehabilitation, and Release 

Plan



IV. Wildlife Information and Proposed Response Strategies:  
Part A – Non-ESA-listed Species Groups 

This section to be filled out by RP/PRP. 
Instructions: 1 and 2: Use field observations from the spill area or pre-existing data sources if no field data are available.  3: Check 
proposed response strategies for each species or species group in cooperation with available experts and agency representatives. 
Part A is only for species not listed under the ESA. 
 
1. Is a species or species group 

known or expected to be 
present in the spill area? 

 

 

 
2. If YES, list specific species information:  
 
 
 

 

3. Identify Proposed Response Strategies 

Primary 

 

Secondary 

           

Tertiary 

 

Carcass 
Collection 

Haze/
Deter 

Pre-
emptive 
Capture 

Capture 
and 

Rehab 

Species Group Yes Species, numbers (estimated or observed), and 
location relative to spill, etc.  Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Bald or golden eagles  ☒ 
Bald eagles, 10s-100s, several known nests in 

Kazakof Bay ☒ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Raptors ☒ 
Ospreys, peregrine falcons, 1s, along shores of 

spill area ☒ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Waterfowl ☒ Mallards, Emperor Geese, 10s, in spill area ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Diving ducks ☒ 
Many sea duck spp., mergansers, eiders (see 

232), 10s, in spill area ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Shorebirds ☒ 
Black Oystercatcher, Black Turnstone, Surfbird, 

Dunlin, Rock Sandpiper, and Red-necked 
Phalarope, 10s-1000s, in spill area 

☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Seabirds ☒ 
Beginning in April: many spp. (see 232), gulls, 
cormorants, puffins, auklets, murres, 10s to 

10,000s 
☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Passerines ☒ 
Crows, ravens, swallows, chickadees, finches 
(10s), on shorelines, low likelihood of needing 

response strategies 
☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Non-migratory birds ☐ 
Rock ptarmigan (1s to 10s), on shorelines, low 

likelihood of needing response strategies ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Brown or black bears ☒  Brown  bears , 1s, along shorelines ☒ ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Ungulates (moose, deer, 
caribou, etc.) ☒ 

Elk, deer, 10s, along shorelines 
☒ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Small furbearers (fox, 
muskrat, river otter, etc.) ☒ 

Fox, beaver, ermine, muskrat, marten, hare, river 
otter, 1 to 10s, along shorelines (only aquatic 

furbearers expected to be captured and 
rehabilitated) 

☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ 

Wolves ☐  ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
   

  
   

 
         

           
  

    

       
   

    
        

      

    
         

        

    
  

 
    

   
   
  

 

         
       

         
       

    

Comprehensive WRP, Section IV, Part A: 
Non-ESA-listed species:

• Presence/absence
• Details (#s, specific locations)
• Proposed response strategies

Day 3, remote spill:  may not 
have Wildlife Observations 

yet so use any data you have, 
including pre-existing data or 
agency estimates from 232

But still add details: Many 
seabirds are not here yet but 
will be in April. It’s a big spill, 
so it may continue into the 

seabird arrival season.

“Beginning in April:  
many species, 10s-

10,000s”



Please include any Wildlife 
Observations, even if they’re 

informal or anecdotal

Add details: If it is unlikely 
that they’ll be seen, let 

everyone know

Comprehensive WRP, Section IV, Part B: 
ESA-listed species:

• Presence/absence
• Details (#s, specific locations, critical habitat)
• Proposed response strategies

“< 20 in a small flock 
observed near the 

head of Kazakof Bay 
on 3/11/21”

“1s, possible, but less 
common due to time 

of year, rarity, and 
location”



Comprehensive WRP, Section V
• What other response actions are happening that we need to account for in wildlife response?



VI. Carcass Collection Plan 

This section to be filled out by the RP/PRP. 
Instructions: Include information for each species or species group checked in Section IV, Parts A and B. Any differences between 
each species group must be clearly articulated. If more space is needed, attach a separate Word® document referencing 
appropriate section, number, and species group (e.g., Section VI. 10. Seals) or reference and include applicable attachments. 

1. List pre-existing permits and authorizations, and those that were obtained for carcass collection through the 
Startup WRP process. 

 
Whales, seals, sea lions, porpoises, or dolphins (NMFS-managed species):  Verbal authorization (via phone 
call with Sadie Wright, NMFS Protected Species, 3/11/21) was given to Stranding Network  member Sun'aq 
Tribe of Kodiak and NMFS personnel to collect small, or sample large, marine mammal carcasses, according to 
protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG) and referenced 
within, available here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-
review/wildlife-protection-guidelines/. Carcasses or samples will be transferred as soon as possible to the 
morgue and evidence custodian at NOAA OLE Office in Gibson Cove.   
 
Sea Otter Carcasses (a USFWS-managed species): USFWS OLE Special Agent in Charge Rachel Carson has 
given verbal authorization (via phone call with USFWS Spill Response Coordinator Angela Matz, 3/11/21) for 
Wildlife Contractors, Inc., to collect sea otters carcasses during this spill according to carcass collection 
protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG), available 
here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-review/wildlife-protection-
guidelines/. Carcasses will be transferred as soon as possible to the morgue and evidence custodian at Kodiak 
NWR HQ, 1390 Buskin River Road, Kodiak AK 99615.  
 

In addition to USFWS OLE authorization, sea otter carcasses can be held under this permit: 
USFWS Permit MA-12345A-0 (Otter Experts, Inc.) for sea otters. 

 
Bird Carcasses: USFWS OLE Special Agent in Charge Rachel Carson has given verbal authorization (via phone 
call with USFWS Spill Response Coordinator Angela Matz, 3/11/21) for Wildlife Contractors, Inc.,  and Acme Oil 
Spill Response, Inc., to collect migratory bird and bald eagle carcasses during this spill according to carcass 
collection protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG), available 
here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-review/wildlife-protection-
guidelines/. Chain-of-custody procedures and documentation procedures must be followed. Carcasses will be 
transferred as soon as possible to the morgue at Kodiak NWR HQ, 1390 Buskin River Road, Kodiak AK 99615.  
 

In addition to USFWS OLE authorization, bird carcasses will be collected and held under these permits: 
 

        /  
              

              
             
              

   
 

            
              

                
   

 
      

VI. Carcass Collection Plan 

This section to be filled out by the RP/PRP. 
Instructions: Include information for each species or species group checked in Section IV, Parts A and B. Any differences between 
each species group must be clearly articulated. If more space is needed, attach a separate Word® document referencing 
appropriate section, number, and species group (e.g., Section VI. 10. Seals) or reference and include applicable attachments. 

1. List pre-existing permits and authorizations, and those that were obtained for carcass collection through the 
Startup WRP process. 

 
Whales, seals, sea lions, porpoises, or dolphins (NMFS-managed species):  Verbal authorization (via phone 
call with Sadie Wright, NMFS Protected Species, 3/11/21) was given to Stranding Network  member Sun'aq 
Tribe of Kodiak and NMFS personnel to collect small, or sample large, marine mammal carcasses, according to 
protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG) and referenced 
within, available here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-
review/wildlife-protection-guidelines/. Carcasses or samples will be transferred as soon as possible to the 
morgue and evidence custodian at NOAA OLE Office in Gibson Cove.   
 
Sea Otter Carcasses (a USFWS-managed species): USFWS OLE Special Agent in Charge Rachel Carson has 
given verbal authorization (via phone call with USFWS Spill Response Coordinator Angela Matz, 3/11/21) for 
Wildlife Contractors, Inc., to collect sea otters carcasses during this spill according to carcass collection 
protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG), available 
here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-review/wildlife-protection-
guidelines/. Carcasses will be transferred as soon as possible to the morgue and evidence custodian at Kodiak 
NWR HQ, 1390 Buskin River Road, Kodiak AK 99615.  
 

In addition to USFWS OLE authorization, sea otter carcasses can be held under this permit: 
USFWS Permit MA-12345A-0 (Otter Experts, Inc.) for sea otters. 

 
Bird Carcasses: USFWS OLE Special Agent in Charge Rachel Carson has given verbal authorization (via phone 
call with USFWS Spill Response Coordinator Angela Matz, 3/11/21) for Wildlife Contractors, Inc.,  and Acme Oil 
Spill Response, Inc., to collect migratory bird and bald eagle carcasses during this spill according to carcass 
collection protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG), available 
here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-review/wildlife-protection-
guidelines/. Chain-of-custody procedures and documentation procedures must be followed. Carcasses will be 
transferred as soon as possible to the morgue at Kodiak NWR HQ, 1390 Buskin River Road, Kodiak AK 99615.  
 

In addition to USFWS OLE authorization, bird carcasses will be collected and held under these permits: 
 

         
              

              
             
              

   
 

            
              

                
   

 
      

Comprehensive WRP, Sections VI – IX, are 
plans for specific activities:

• Carcass Collection
• Hazing/Deterrence
• Pre-emptive Capture
• Capture, Transport, Stabilization, 

Rehabilitation, and Release

In each Section/plan:

• Provide as much information as you have.

VI. Carcass Collection Plan 

This section to be filled out by the RP/PRP. 
Instructions: Include information for each species or species group checked in Section IV, Parts A and B. Any differences between 
each species group must be clearly articulated. If more space is needed, attach a separate Word® document referencing 
appropriate section, number, and species group (e.g., Section VI. 10. Seals) or reference and include applicable attachments. 

1. List pre-existing permits and authorizations, and those that were obtained for carcass collection through the 
Startup WRP process. 

 
Whales, seals, sea lions, porpoises, or dolphins (NMFS-managed species):  Verbal authorization (via phone 
call with Sadie Wright, NMFS Protected Species, 3/11/21) was given to Stranding Network  member Sun'aq 
Tribe of Kodiak and NMFS personnel to collect small, or sample large, marine mammal carcasses, according to 
protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG) and referenced 
within, available here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-
review/wildlife-protection-guidelines/. Carcasses or samples will be transferred as soon as possible to the 
morgue and evidence custodian at NOAA OLE Office in Gibson Cove.   
 
Sea Otter Carcasses (a USFWS-managed species): USFWS OLE Special Agent in Charge Rachel Carson has 
given verbal authorization (via phone call with USFWS Spill Response Coordinator Angela Matz, 3/11/21) for 
Wildlife Contractors, Inc., to collect sea otters carcasses during this spill according to carcass collection 
protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG), available 
here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-review/wildlife-protection-
guidelines/. Carcasses will be transferred as soon as possible to the morgue and evidence custodian at Kodiak 
NWR HQ, 1390 Buskin River Road, Kodiak AK 99615.  
 

In addition to USFWS OLE authorization, sea otter carcasses can be held under this permit: 
USFWS Permit MA-12345A-0 (Otter Experts, Inc.) for sea otters. 

 
Bird Carcasses: USFWS OLE Special Agent in Charge Rachel Carson has given verbal authorization (via phone 
call with USFWS Spill Response Coordinator Angela Matz, 3/11/21) for Wildlife Contractors, Inc.,  and Acme Oil 
Spill Response, Inc., to collect migratory bird and bald eagle carcasses during this spill according to carcass 
collection protocols outlined in the Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Spill Response in Alaska (WPG), available 
here:   https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-review/wildlife-protection-
guidelines/. Chain-of-custody procedures and documentation procedures must be followed. Carcasses will be 
transferred as soon as possible to the morgue at Kodiak NWR HQ, 1390 Buskin River Road, Kodiak AK 99615.  
 

In addition to USFWS OLE authorization, bird carcasses will be collected and held under these permits: 
 

         
              

              
             
              

   
 

            
              

                
   

 
      

Separate species groups

Incorporate documents by reference 
but make sure plan readers know where 
to find them (attach unless huge and/or 
easy to find online)



VIII. Pre-emptive Capture Plan 

This section to be filled out by the RP/PRP. 
Instructions: Include information for each species or species group checked in Section IV, Parts A and B. Any differences between 
each species group must be clearly articulated. If more space is needed, attach a separate Word® document referencing 
appropriate section, number, and species group (e.g., Section VIII. 1. Seals) or reference and include attachments. 

1. Who is capturing wildlife? Provide affiliation and applicable training. Names of individuals must be provided for 
the proposed capture of any marine mammals, eagles, or ESA-listed species. 

 
Pre-emptive capture of any wildlife is not planned at this time. 
 
2. Describe all aspects of wildlife transportation.  How will each species be transported from the field, where are 

they being transported to (for example, stabilization facility, temporary holding location, proposed release site)? 
 
3. Describe the stabilization facility or temporary holding location/facility. Provide the name of the individual or ICS 

position in charge of the chain-of-custody paperwork at the stabilization facility. Attach a plan describing the 
detailed care of each species (e.g., feeding, nutrition, temperature control, etc.) 

 
4. Provide the name and affiliation of the veterinarian(s) in charge of monitoring captured wildlife. 
 
5. Describe why the release site was chosen (for example, location or habitat characteristics). 
 

                  
               

          
 

                
             

 
 

If you want to emphasize 
something, feel free to to 
do so (formatting in Word 

documents only).



IX. Capture, Transport, Stabilization, Rehabilitation, and Release Plan 

This section to be filled out by the RP/PRP. 
Instructions: Include information for each species or species group checked in Section IV, Parts A and B. Any differences between 
each species group must be clearly articulated. If more space is needed, attach a separate Word® document referencing 
appropriate section, number, and species group (e.g., Section IX. 1. Seals) or reference and include attachments. 

1. List pre-existing permits and authorizations, and those that were obtained for capture, transport, stabilization, 
and rehabilitation through the Startup WRP process. 

• Seals and sea lions: Stranding Network members authorized by NMFS, including Sun'aq Tribe of Kodiak 
and Seals 'R' Us wildlife rehab organization, will lead the teams. Call 907-209-0637 or 1-877-925-7773.  

• Sea Otters: Otter Experts, Inc., USFWS Sea Otter Capture LOA MA-12345A-0 
• Migratory Birds: USFWS Permit for Migratory Bird Rehabilitation Permit #MB135790-1 
• Terrestrial mammals and non-migratory birds: ADF&G Wildlife Response Permit 21-II-0003 

2. Provide affiliation and applicable training of wildlife capture personnel. Names of individuals must be provided 
for the proposed capture of any marine mammals, eagles, or ESA-listed species. When will they arrive at the 
site? 

• Birds and Eagles:  
o Wildlife Contractors, Inc. and USFWS personnel. All personnel conducting bird capture 

operations are trained in oiled bird capture or have professional experience capturing birds.  
o Wildlife Contractors, Inc. personnel: Porky Pig, Marvin T. Martian, Foghorn Leghorn, and Pepe Le 

Pew, all of whom have worked for Wildlife Contractors, Inc. for at least 3 years, have undergone 
in-house oiled bird care training, and have experience conducting oiled bird capture. Porky Pig 
and Foghorn Leghorn also have experience conducting live eagle capture.  

o USFWS personnel: Donald Duck, Daisy Duck, Olive Birdz, and Perry Grin. All have been employed 
with the USFWS for at least 5 years and have extensive professional experience in the capture 
and handling of birds. Perry Grine has experience in the capture of live eagles. 

o Two of the Wildlife Contractors, Inc. and two of the USFWS personnel arrived in Kodiak this 
morning and are expected to arrive at the spill site by 15:00. The remaining personnel are 
expected to arrive in Kodiak tomorrow and will deploy to the spill scene as weather and logistics 
allow. 

• Sea Otters: Seymour Otterz and Feisty Furby are USFWS personnel with sea otter capture experience 
who will lead capture teams for sea otters. They arrived in Kodiak this morning (3/13/21) and are 
expected to be at the spill site by 15:00. Additional crew members will include ADF&G, Otter Experts, 
Inc., or NMFS personnel with live otter capture experience and oiled otter capture training. 

• Aquatic Furbearers and non-migratory birds: The Wildlife Contractors, Inc. personnel listed under 
“Birds and Eagles” are trained in the capture of many species and may capture aquatic furbearers.  
ADF&G staff may also assist with capture  

               
           

             
   

               
              

        

                   
                  

              
                   

The Comprehensive WRP is the 
place to list personnel & list their 

training/qualifications.
Provide as 
much 
information as 
you have.  
Different 
species might 
have different 
concerns – e.g., 
eagles pose a 
unique safety 
hazard.



Comprehensive WRP, Section IX. Capture, Transport, Stabilization, Rehabilitation, and Release Plan

“…and transfer. More details can be found in Wildlife Contractors, Inc., Stabilization Unit 
Manual, available upon request.  

• Job Thankless, Wildlife Contractors, Inc., Wildlife Branch Tech Spec., will be in charge of 
Chain-of-Custody (CoC) paperwork for all animals at the stabilization facility. 

All CoC and documentation will follow procedures outlined in the Wildlife Protection 
Guidelines for Oil Spill Response in Alaska, Version 2020.1, available here:  
https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/response-plans/public-
review/wildlife-protection-guidelines/.”

4. Describe the temporary stabilization facility(ies) if one or more will be used. Provide 
the name of the individual or ICS position in charge of the chain-of-custody paperwork at 
each stabilization facility.



Comprehensive WRP, Section IX. Capture, Transport, Stabilization, Rehabilitation, and Release Plan

Think about (and see if info is, or should be, in Waste Management Plan): 
• freshwater / saltwater sources (capacity in gallons of storage or well/municipal 

gpm)  
• oily wastewater storage (gallons) and treatment (gpd) capacity 
• Pharmaceutical and food/feces wastewater storage (gallons) and treatment (gpd) 

capacity (may be same as oily water treatment)
• Treatment methods (on site water treatment facility or methods prior to 

releasing to municipal waste streams; ADEC / APDES permit numbers; emergency 
permits  needed?)

• How will equipment and facilities be washed and where will this wastewater go?

8. Describe fresh/marine water sources and daily capacity in gallons (fresh and/or marine) for 
cleaning and holding of wildlife.
9. Describe how waste and wastewater is being handled, including daily capacity for (a) oily 
water, (b) wastewater with natural animal contaminants (fecal matter, skin, fur, food, fish, 
etc.), and (c) biomedical waste, including drugs.



Summary of Wildlife Agency Comments: Section VIII. Pre-emptive Capture Plan 
Instructions for agency representatives: Indicate the number in Section VIII to which your comment refers. Include 
recommended language for additions, deletions, requests for additional details, or other comments. 

ADF&G comments: 

 

USFWS comments: 

 

NMFS comments: 

 
 

At the end of each 
Section/plan is agency 
comments.  But, please 

discuss questions or concerns 
during plan development!



X. Wildlife Agency Permits and Authorizations for Proposed Response
This section to be filled out by wildlife agencies.

Instructions: For each species group checked, agencies should indicate permit or authorization status using one or more of these:  Initiated (ESA section 7 consultation only); Pending (include estimated time of completion); Issued (include permit 
number); Emergency authorization provided (verbal or email approval, hard copy of permit will follow); Not applicable or not required for proposed activities; or Other (include comments). 

Response activities for each species group as proposed in Sections VI – IX of this form may begin as soon as all necessary permits and approvals for that species group are listed as Initiated, Issued, or Emergency.

Species or 
Species Group

CARCASS COLLECTION HAZING/DETERRENCE CAPTURE, TRANSPORT, STABILIZATION,
& REHABILITATION

Permit/Authorization Status Permit/Authorization Status Permit/Authorization Status

Threatened or endangered 
species

USFWS ESA section 7 consultation Initiated USFWS ESA section 7 
consultation Initiated USFWS ESA section 7 

consultation Initiated

NMFS ESA section 7 consultation Initiated NMFS ESA section 7 
consultation Initiated NMFS ESA section 7 

consultation Initiated

USFWS ESA OLE authorization Emergency

Migratory birds
USFWS Migratory Bird Salvage Permit Issued: MB987654-0 ADF&G Wildlife Response 

Permit Issued: 21-II-001 USFWS Migratory Bird Rehab 
Permit

Issued: 
MB123456

-1USFWS OLE authorization Emergency

Bald or golden eagles
USFWS permit Issued: MB654321-1 USFWS Eagle Depredation 

Permit Issued: email from USFWS USFWS Eagle Depredation 
Permit

Issued: 
email from 

USFWS
USFWS OLE authorization Emergency

Sea otters
USFWS permit Issued: MB654321-1 USFWS MMPA section  109(h)  

allowance Emergency USFWS MMPA section 112(c) 
LOA

MA-
12345A-0USFWS OLE authorization Emergency

Walruses
USFWS permit NA USFWS MMPA section 109(h) 

LOA NA USFWS MMPA section 112(c) 
LOA NA

USFWS OLE authorization NA

Polar bears
USFWS permit NA USFWS MMPA section 109(h) 

LOA NA USFWS MMPA section 112(c) 
LOA NA

USFWS ESA OLE authorization NA
Whales NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency

Seals NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency
Sea lions NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency

Porpoises/dolphins NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency NMFS MMHSRP request Emergency

Brown or black bears ADF&G Wildlife Response Permit Issued: 21-II-0002 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-II-0001 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-
II-0003

Ungulates ADF&G Wildlife Response Permit Issued: 21-II-0002 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-II-0001 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-
II-0003

Furbearers ADF&G Wildlife Response Permit Issued: 21-II-0002 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-II-0001 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-
II-0003

Non-migratory birds ADF&G Wildlife Response Permit Issued: 21-II-0002 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-II-0001 ADF&G Wildlife Response 
Permit

Issued: 21-
II-0003

Fish ADF&G Aquatic Resources Permit NA N/A N/A N/A N/A
Shellfish ADF&G Aquatic Resources Permit NA N/A N/A N/A N/A

Invertebrates ADF&G Aquatic Resources Permit NA N/A N/A N/A N/A

X. Wildlife Agency Permits and Authorizations for Proposed Response

This section to be filled out by wildlife agencies.
Instructions: For each species group checked, agencies should indicate permit or 
authorization status using one or more of these:  Initiated (ESA section 7 consultation 
only); Pending (include estimated time of completion); Issued (include permit number); 
Emergency authorization provided (verbal or email approval, hard copy of permit will 
follow); Not applicable or not required for proposed activities; or Other (include 
comments). 

Response activities for each species group as proposed in Sections VI – IX of this 
form may begin as soon as all necessary permits and approvals for that species 

group are listed as Initiated, Issued, or Emergency.



XII. Worksheet for Operations Section and Field Personnel 
This section to be filled out by the RP/PRP. 

Instructions: List conditions, stipulations, and protection measures of permits and authorizations as they are finalized and issued. 
This Worksheet is intended to help convey pertinent details of authorized wildlife response activities from the Environmental Unit 
to Operations and field personnel. The Environmental Unit Lead or their designee should read and review permits, authorizations, 
and ESA section 7 consultation information as they are issued/finalized, and include pertinent protection measures, stipulations, 
and other conditions for Operations to inform and direct field personnel (e.g., in ICS 204s). Some of this information may be 
obtained from Section VII of the Startup WRP. This Worksheet does not replace or negate any information found in permits and 
authorizations. Wildlife agencies may assist with this, but the permittee or RP/PRP is ultimately responsible for all actions 
conducted under the authority of each issued permit or authorization. 

It is prohibited to sell, barter, or export specimens, or parts thereof, or retain possession of live animals and dead 
specimens, or parts thereof, taken under the authority of any permit. 
 
A written report of bird and terrestrial mammal hazing activities shall be submitted to ADF&G at the end of each 
operating period. The report shall include dates, times, locations, species, number of animals hazed, techniques 
used, observed success or problems encountered, and any other relevant information, especially if hazing 
activities result in flushing birds into oiled areas. An example report form is attached.   
 
All carcasses must be collected following Chain-of-Custody procedures and delivered to the Evidence Custodian 
at the morgue as soon as practicable. 
 
Endangered Species Act s7 Protection Measures: 
 

                
              

      
 

                 
 

 
               

 
                

               
 

 
                

            
 

                  
                

   
 

                 
         

 

ESA Protection Measures 
should be finalized in 

Comprehensive; may be 
different from what’s in 

the Startup WRP.



Thank you!
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