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Responder Training

• 3-hour evening session

• 1.5 hours Classroom Booming Training 
from USCG AST

• 0.5 hours of Classroom Inland Area Oil 
Spill Case Studies by EPA OSC

• 1 hour of hands-on training with Berks 
DES equipment including booming 
trailer, buoys, anchors, waders, etc.
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At approximately 0800 on September 7, 2024, a 
derailment involving a 50-car freight train occurred. The 
derailment occurred on a railroad bridge over the 
Schuylkill River, heading east. 

GRP Exercise
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The incident resulted in a significant conflagration and the potential release of 

hazardous substances both on land and into the river, posing an acute environmental 

threat to the Schuylkill River ecosystem and other receptors. Of particular concern 

were five rail cars carrying a variety of hazardous materials, including waste oil 

containing polychlorinated biphenyls, vinyl chloride, sulfuric acid, combustible liquids 

(NOS), isobutylene, ethylhexyl acrylate, and residues from previous storage of benzene 

and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). 



GRP Exercise
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Lessons Learned

Successes

• Attitude of Responders

• Willingness to Adapt to 
Changing Circumstances

• Safety Focus

Areas of Improvement

• Cross-Organizational 
Communication

• Insufficient/Inappropriate 
Equipment
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Next Steps:
• Tabletop Exercise to discuss capabilities of response partners and roles 
• Focused equipment updates/purchase
• Continued functional and full scale GRP deployment exercises
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Questions?
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