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Houston TX – April 23, 2017
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Shipping 
container exploded 
while 
in transportation 
by rail. There was 
no warning or 
indication that 
lithium 
batteries were 
involved.



Bakersfield, CA – April 27, 2020
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One
Shipment

Two
incidents



Suffolk, VA – August 19, 2021
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Ground
shipment
headed to 
a port



Suffolk, VA – August 19, 2021
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Lawrenceville, GA – December 7, 2021
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Rolla, MO – January 27, 2022
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A trailer load of 
new Chevy Bolt 
batteries got involved in 
a traffic accident on 
its way to Oklahoma.
Packaging may 
have played 
a role in keeping this 
incident becoming 
much worse than it was.



Rolla, MO – January 27, 2022
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San Antonio, TX – February 10, 2022

9

Use of black shrink-wrap made it difficult to see damage that 
impacted the cellphones/batteries in the packages.



Port – L.A. Long Beach – March 4, 2022
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•Shipper described 
the contents 
as Synthetic Resins N.O.S.

•Many other 
containers were found in 
the port and loaded on 
ships with the same 
description



Port – L.A. Long Beach – March 4, 2022
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Port – L.A. Long Beach – March 4, 2022
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Container of undeclared 
lithium ion batteries involved 
-- associated with 
the previous container --
contains laptop batteries.



International Import Shipment 
Madison, IL – August 10, 2022
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International Import Shipment 
Madison, IL – August 10, 2022
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Hurricanes – September 28, 2022

Hundreds of EV’s and 
thousands of devices 
exposed to sea water 
and other forces associated 
with hurricanes.

Photos provided by Sanibel Fire Department
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Photos provided by Sanibel Fire Department

Hurricanes – September 28, 2022
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Monahan, TX – February 23, 2023
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Birmingham, AL– March 31, 2023
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Shameless Plug for NRC

1-800-424-8802 NRC



• Poor handling in use, collection and storage at end-of-
life

• Poor handling and packaging methods in transportation
• Frustrated shipping is occurring because there is no 

way to see damage outside of clear physical evidence. 
• End of life battery handling by industry is inconsistent.

Review
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PHMSA resources . . .
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•Scenario-based shipping 
guides based on battery type, 
size, and configuration

•Recorded webinar on guide 
use available on YouTube

PHMSA Web Link



PHMSA Safety Advisory
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Safety Advisory Notice for the 
Transportation of Lithium Batteries 
for Disposal or Recycling

Link to Advisory



Presentation Evaluation
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HAZMAT Safety Assistance Team
Western Region
• Evelyn Yang, Evelyn.Yang@dot.gov
• Nii Sampah, Nii.Sampah@dot.gov
• AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, 

WA, WY, Guam, American Samoa & 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands

Central Region
• Dan Richards, Daniel.Richards@dot.gov
• New Community Liaison – Coming Soon!
• IN, IL, MI, MN, WI, IA, NE, KS, MO, ND, SD

Southern Region
• Liz LaDow, Elizabeth.Ladow@dot.gov
• Vielka Moreno, Vielka.Moreno@dot.gov
• NC, SC, GA, FL, AL, MS, TN, KY, PR, USVI

Southwest Region
• Mayra Ramos, Mayr.Ramos@dot.gov
• Michael Senigo, Michael.Senigo@dot.gov
• LA, AR, OK, TX, NM

Eastern Region
• Wayne Lalicon, Wayne.Lalicon@dot.gov 
• Ijeoma George, Ijeoma.George@dot.gov
• CT, DE, DC, NC, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, 

PA, RI, VT, VA, WV

Field Outreach Coordinator
• Marc Nichols, Marc.Nichols@dot.gov

mailto:Evelyn.Yang@dot.gov
mailto:Nii.Sampath@dot.gov
mailto:Daniel.Richards@dot.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Ladow@dot.gov
mailto:Vielka.Moreno@dot.gov
mailto:Mayr.Ramos@dot.gov
mailto:Michael.Senigo@dot.gov
mailto:Wayne.Lalicon@dot.go
mailto:Daniel.Richards@dot.gov
mailto:Marc.Nichols@dot.gov


Presenter Contact Information
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Today’s Presenter:
Liz LaDow, Community Liaison
404.519.9748 (Cell) – elizabeth.ladow@dot.gov

mailto:elizabeth.ladow@dot.gov

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25

