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Dispersants are one tool in the response toolbox
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Oil type, volume, duration and weathering.
Sea state, meteorology, location and trajectory.
Resources at risk, ESA/EFH consult, tradeoffs.
Policies in-place/agreed to? Doable logistics?



Advantages of the procedure

Outlines a expedited & streamlined decision 
process when dispersants are considered.

Identifies and signs off on a range of issues likely to 
be encountered during oil spill incidents.

Documents a stepwise decision logic that was used 
to select a response option(s).

Ensures States and Federal natural resource 
trustees are consulted on their issues / concerns.

Provides for transparency in decision making.
Creates an administrative record of the action.
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Currently…



Proposed procedure

DECISION ZONES:
Zone 1 - NO pre-authorization
Zone 2 - PARTIAL pre-authorize
Zone 3 - FOSC pre-authorized

SIX-STEP PROCEDURE:
1. RP request to use dispersants.
2. Notifications and initial reviews.
3. Resources at risk review.
4. Dispersant use considerations.
5. Authorize/approve by RRT reps.
6. After action report.

See HANDOUTS 5



1. Request to use dispersants

Completed by applicant (RP) or FOSC in 
rare situations.

Incident location / basic spill data
Response considerations
Modeling
Weather / sea conditions
Dispersant use / monitoring plan



2. Notifications and initial review

Completed by FOSC/SOSC or their reps
Mobilize dispersant equipment/ Env. Unit
Notify stakeholders/trustees
Request monitoring capabilities
ESA/EFH Consultation
Initial assessment



3. Resources at Risk Screening



4. Dispersant use considerations

Mechanical / In-situ burning v. dispersants
Dispersant availability / timeline
Weather / sea conditions
Monitoring in place
Conditions / stipulations



5. Authorization and approval

Federal On Scene Coordinator
State On Scene Coordinator(s)
EPA
Natural resource trustees (DOC, DOI, State)
Impacted tribes



6. After Action Report

30 days after completion of dispersant 
operations

How were operations and monitoring 
conducted?

Any adverse
effect observed?



Any burning questions?
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